TPARC Meeting Notes
23 May 2007
EOL Staff Present:
S. Williams, S. Zucker, M. Daniels, J. Jensen, M. Bell, T. Hock,  B. Baeuerle, M. Hanson, K. Sharpe, K. Sawyer, G. Stossmeister, M. Bradford, D. Parsons, M. Donovan, J. Moore; and P. Harr, by telephone from NPS
The EOL T-PARC group met to update all project activities. There are currently plans for a dry-run in September 2007.   There is some immediate attention required to plan and support this effort.  Pat Harr, Navy Post Graduate School, Monterey CA (NPS) provided an overview of the dry run support being offered by NPS, NRL and JTWC.  Key points and action items are noted below. Provide updates, corrections and additions to J. Moore as soon as possible.
Some Action Items and Next Steps related to the Dry Run
· Proposed dry run dates are 5-30 September 2007.  Although follow-up discussions with Pat Harr suggests there may be some flexibility.  EOL would prefer to end support by 21 Sept in order to have staff available for the Users Workshop beginning 24 Sept.  There will be some follow-up on this with other PIs.

· Contact International partners for interest in dry run participation either in Monterey or virtually via the web.
· Continue to work with driftsonde developers in the hopes of having their participation in the dry run during the Hawaii tests 

· Establish detailed structure and functionality of the Field Catalog

· Work with PIs to develop a product list for the catalog

· Coordinate with NPS on special products and web site at NRL and special products from JTWC

· Determine access and availability of TIGGE data and products for the dry run

· Obtain written request from NSF for EOL special funds work statement and cost estimate

· Discuss options for dry run dates with PIs.  It conflicts directly with EOL Users Workshop in late September

· Propose a site visit to Monterey (tentative dates 8-10 August, 2007) to work directly with NPS on technical issues related to populating the catalog, working on their network and properly organizing the catalog for dry run activities

Other tasks that need attention

· Determine objectives and develop meeting stops and timing for and international site survey trip now likely to occur not before October 2007.
· Consider the international shipment of project related supplies and expendables

· EOL needs to work with the PIs and sponsoring agencies to begin work on diplomatic, import and customs issues for facility deployment in various countries.

· Work towards duty waivers for countries where T-PARC facilities will be located (e.g. Japan)

· Establish coordination with Navy on the access of the DLR to US military bases

· Include DLR Falcon in official project information bulletins and message to international partners

· Carefully review the results from recent experiences in PACDEX related to aviation facility support at US bases in Japan.  There were some significant restrictions related to flight tracks near the approaches to Tokyo.  This will require advance planning and close coordination through T-PARC international partners

· Follow-up with NRL on major support issues including aircraft placement, clearances, installation of new instruments, installation of supplemental instrumentation, etc.  Jose Meitin will be the FPS coordinator for NRL aircraft operations support requirements.  This effort will involve RSF (W.C. Lee) and RAF (J. Jensen) as required.
· We need to better understand the deployment requirements for the NRL aircraft.  There could be challenges/hardship to deploy NCAR/EOL staff on the aircraft if it is flying long duration missions to track the TCs from inception through ET transition phase moving from Guam, to Japan and north for multi-day flights.

Other Items of Interest
· EOL has clarified our support capabilties for the aircraft data system on board the NRL P-3.  EOL will not be able to support data requirements beyond the basic RAF instruments and ELDORA provided on previous NRL/ELDORA deployments
· There are likely to be several groups dropping sondes in T-PARC.  We must not forget to address expendable unit frequency allocation so the groups to not interfere with one another during operations in the same general area.  This will involve coordination among NRL, DOTSTAR, USAF and DLR.

· The project would like to explore the possibilities of rapid scan satellite operations from the MTSAT system during the project and as a test during the dry run.

Tentative date and time for next meeting in 18 June, 1330-1530.  MM to follow.
