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The NCAR/EOL Field Catalog 

The field catalog is a web-based 
collaborative service whose mission 
is to provide facilities for: 

- Project Documentation 

- Collect supporting prods for context 

- Post mission, campaign review 

- Mission Planning 

- Real-time communications 

- Situational Awareness 

- Real-time decision-making 

- In-field data sharing 

80 campaigns supported in 19 years 



The NCAR/EOL Field Catalog 

The field catalog is a web-based 
collaborative service . . . 

Features: 



For documentation: 
Interactive web 
forms 

An active monsoon trough lies over the Arafura Sea with a tropical low embedded within the trough 
located over the Territory's Top End to the south of Darwin. Broad areas of cloud with embedded 
thunderstorms, showers and areas of rain can be seen about large areas of northern Australia, 
associated with the monsoon trough and low. Active lightning early morning in the convergent bands 
in the Timor Sea. 



For documentation:  
Operations Reports 



For documentation:  
Instrument Status 



For documentation:  
Resource  Tracking 



For 
documentation/communications:  
Operations Schedule 



Supporting 
Products:  
Example - Satellite 



Mission Summary 
Table 

For Post Mission/Post 
Campaign Review: 



For Real-time 
Communications: 
IRC Chat 

… and 
mobile! 



Catalog 
Maps Tool:  

Situational 
Awareness 

Mission 
Planning 

Flight  
Tracking 

Mission 
Review 



MTS Collaboration: 
 

•   The NASA MTS will be supporting SHOUT, while we will 
be supporting TCI. Our two groups have discussed this and 
agreed to work together to share products between the 
tools.  
 
             1. We’ll each need to set up processes to make files 
available to the other. 
 
             2. In some cases it may be more expedient for 
providers to send each of us a copy of a product (minimizes 
latency) 
 
             3. We’ll start by sharing our expected product lists 
 
 
 
 
 



Next Steps – Expected products list: 
 

•   With input from project participants, develop a prioritized 
list of operational and model products needed in the field. 
 
             1. What is needed for real-time decision 
making/situational awareness? 
 
             2. What are the important products/data that need to 
be captured to document the conditions in which you 
sampled? 
 
 
 
 



Next Steps – research products/preliminary data: 
 

•  Develop a list of research products that are expected to be 
uploaded from the field. 
 
             1. What products/preliminary datasets can you send 
to the catalog? 
 
             2. What are the formats of these data? 
 
•   Do you have any special requirements for real-time data 
support during the campaign? 
 
 
 



Next Steps – Field Catalog support: 
 

•  The Field Catalog will be on-line by mid-July to give you 
time to become familiar with it at the beginning of the 
campaign. 
 
• EOL will do a tutorial on how to use the Field Catalog 
before the campaign starts via a web conference. Probably 
in early July. 
 
• Greg Stossmeister is planning to be on-site (Wallops 
Island) for the first two weeks of the intensive part of the 
campaign. 
 



for more information, contact:  
Greg Stossmeister  

E-mail:  gstoss@ucar.edu 

http://catalog.eol.ucar.edu/tci 


