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EOL Data Policy, Revised 5/5/2014 
https://www.eol.ucar.edu/content/eol-data-policy 

• Objectives: 

– Collection of high-quality data 

– Timely release of QA’d data 

– Full and open sharing 

• Preliminary data available to PIs following field phase 

• QA’d data available within 3-6 months 

• If requested, exclusive rights for PIs (<=12 mos)* 

• EOL scientist involvement desired (QA, technique, 
evaluation, science) 

• ~10-year archive, modern data formats 

• Specific form of Acknowledgement, and use of DOI for 
citation 

* Letter to EOL Director and other specific requirements 
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PECAN DATA POLICY SUMMARY (Proposed) 
 

• All investigators must agree to promptly submit their 

processed “preliminary” data to the PECAN archive no later 

than 16 December 2015 

• All “preliminary” data shall be provided to other PECAN 

Investigators upon request (restricted as appropriate) 

• During the initial 1-year data analysis period, data may be 

provided to a third party only with the permission of the 

investigator(s) who collected the data 

• All data will be considered public domain not more than one 

year following the end of the PECAN field campaign (16 July 

2016) 

• Any use of the data will, at a minimum, include 

acknowledgment. Co-authorship TBD with the 

investigator(s) who collected the data 



SURFACE NETWORKS IN THE PECAN DOMAIN 



Red  NPN 

Yellow  NWS Radiosonde 

Green  ARM CF 

Blue  W TX Meso 

SODAR 

UPPER AIR NETWORKS IN THE PECAN DOMAIN 



 
 

  EOL DATA MANAGEMENT 

EOL Data System (EMDAC) 

Primary means for all project 

scientists and researchers to 

browse and retrieve data from any 

EOL-supported projects 
 

 

 

Features: 

• Long-term field project data 

archival and distribution  

• Interactive data browsing, 

subsetting, and format translation 

• Web-based access 

• Value-added datasets 

• Data documentation 



DC3 Data Archive (Master List) 

http://data.eol.ucar.edu/master_list/?project=DC3 



DC3 ARCHIVE DATA DOCUMENTATION   



DC3 DATA SUBMISSION  



DC3 PROJECT PUBLICATIONS LIBRARY 



USE OF DIGITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIERS (DOIs) FOR 

PECAN 

   DOIs becoming functional for proper citation of datasets 

 (similar to publications) 

 

   Provide users with a simple, standard way to reference 

 datasets 

 

   Allows for the unique tracking of metrics for individual 

 datasets 

 

   Allows for linking of related datasets and publications 

 

   NCAR has established a process for creating DOIs 

 (DataCite Registration) 

 

   DOIs are considered “perpetual” and provides proper 

 attribution 

 



Composite Data Sets at NCAR/EOL  

A composite dataset is a collection (over some time 

period and region) of similar data (e.g. surface 

meteorological) from a variety of sources, put 

into a common format, and passed through a 

uniform quality control. 
 

Why does NCAR/EOL develop composites?  

 -  Provides data in a uniform format with QC. 

 -  Allows determination of network/site problems. 

 -  Useful for model applications. 

 -  Prevents duplication of effort. 



Hourly Surface Meteorological 

Data Composite (2991 stations) 
1-min sites (* 385) 

AWOS (+ 335) 

RAWS (* 220) 

MesoWest (+ 94) 

HPCN (o 138) 

RWIS (+ 279) 

GPSMET (o 153) 

CO CoAgMet (* 17) 

FL FAWN (+ 5) 

IA IEM (+ 88) 

IL ICN (o 19) 

IN PAAWS (* 7) 

KS GWMD5 (* 10) 

MI MAWN (o 33) 

MO CAWS (* 21) 

OH OARDC (o 11) 

OK ARS Micro (o 42) 

OK Mesonet (+ 119) 

TX LCRA (o 102) 

TX TNRCC (+ 47) 

West TX Meso (o 39) 

Texas ET (o 23) 

15 Other Networks (o 804) 



FTP site for “preliminary” or “field data” 

 -  Active during the field campaign 

 -  Password-protected to limit access to participants only  

 -  Self-organized (planning required) 

 -  Data removed after campaign ends – selected data moved to 

                    archive 

 -  Site deactivated after the campaign 

 

Final archive at EOL 

 -  Field Catalog content becomes part of the Archive 

 -  After the campaign, this link is redirected to the archive pages  

                     for PECAN 

 -  Datasets to be uploaded after the campaign ends do not use  

                     field FTP site 

 -  See instructions for Dataset submission at  

    http://www.eol.ucar.edu/field_projects/pecan  
 

PECAN Archive Data 

http://www.eol.ucar.edu/field_projects/pecan


DATA MANAGEMENT ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED 

  Discussion on Draft Data Policy 

 

  Common Format for Radar Data (DORADE Format) 

 

  Common Format for Aircraft Data (NetCDF) 

 

  Need for standard processing for all Soundings 

 

  Need for Surface Mesonets “Composite” Dataset 

 

  Formation of Working Groups (Soundings, Radar, 

     Aircraft, Model, etc.) – EOL can create and maintain 

     Mailing Lists 

 

 Need Logo! 

  

 
 

 



…. Finally, please 

provide a final copy of 

your PPT presentation 

for  this Planning 

Meeting 

Documentation. 

 

A  PDF and/or PPSX 

copy of your 

presentation (not the 

PPT file) will be 

posted on the PECAN 

web site (password 

protected) 


