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The NCAR/EOL Field Catalog 

The field catalog is a web-based 
collaborative service whose mission 
is to provide facilities for: 

- Project Documentation 

- Collect supporting prods for context 

- Post mission, campaign review 

- Mission Planning 

- Real-time communications 

- Situational Awareness 

- Real-time decision-making 

- In-field data sharing 

79 campaigns supported in 19 years 



The NCAR/EOL Field Catalog 

The field catalog is a web-based 
collaborative service . . . 

Features: 



For documentation: 
Interactive web 
forms 



For documentation:  
Operations Reports 



For documentation:  
Instrument Status 



For 
documentation/com
munications:  
Operations Schedule 



Supporting 
Products:  
Example - Satellite 



Mission Summary 
Table 

For Post Mission/Post 
Campaign Review: 



For Real-time 
Communications: 
IRC Chat 

… and 
mobile! 



Catalog 
Maps Tool:  

Situational 
Awareness 

Mission 
Planning 

Flight  
Tracking 

Mission 
Review 



Next Steps: 
 

•   With input from project participants, develop a prioritized 
list of operational and model products needed in the field. 
 
             1. What is needed for real-time decision 
making/situational awareness? 
 
             2. What are the important products/data that need to 
be captured to document the conditions in which you 
sampled? 
 
 
 
 



Potential Product List: 
 

• GOES Imagery 
• NOAA Polar Orbiter Mosaics 
• MODIS Chlorophyll a, SST, PIC, 

POC 
• ASCAT, WindSat 
• AVISO Sea Surface Height? 
• COSMIC Soundings 
• Surface Met Obs  
• Atmospheric Soundings 
• AMPS Model 
• NCEP GFS Model 
 

 
 
 

 
 
• STILT Model 
• GEOS-5 Model 
• NCAR GV Flight Track 
• NCAR GV Camera Images 
• NCAR GV quick Look products 
• Chat Logs 
• LM Gould quick look products? 
• Autonomous float quick looks? 
• ADCP, Buoy, drifter products? 
• PRISM quick looks 
• OOI products? 

 
 
 
 

category.platform.YYYYMMDDHHmm.product_name.ext 
 

Anonymous ftp upload 



Next Steps: 
 

•  The Field Catalog will be on-line by mid-December to give 
you time to become familiar with it before the campaign. 
 
• I’ll do a tutorial on how to use the Field Catalog before the 
campaign starts via a web conference. 
 
• I’ll be on-site in Punta Arenas for the first three weeks of 
the campaign. 
 


