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The NCAR/EOL Field Catalog 
The field catalog is a web-based 
collaborative service whose mission 
is to provide facilities for: 

- Project Documentation 

- Collect supporting prods for context 

- Post mission, campaign review 
- Mission Planning 

- Real-time communications 

- Situational Awareness 

- Real-time decision-making 

- In-field data sharing 

80 campaigns supported in 19 years 



An active monsoon trough lies over the Arafura Sea with a tropical low embedded within the trough 
located over the Territory's Top End to the south of Darwin. Broad areas of cloud with embedded 
thunderstorms, showers and areas of rain can be seen about large areas of northern Australia, 
associated with the monsoon trough and low. Active lightning early morning in the convergent bands 
in the Timor Sea. 

For documentation: 
Interactive web forms with inline images 



For 
documentation/com
munications:  
Operations Schedule 



For documentation:  
Instrument Status 



For documentation:  
Resource  Tracking 



Latest Product 

Products for Current Day 

Loops 
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Presentation Notes
Each catalog is customized to meet the particular needs of each campaign. Here is an example of what the catalog looks like. Go over navigation, customization features. Emphasize one-stop shop for all things related to the field campaign – other data and sites tend to be perishable. Mention that we’ll do a tutorial closer to the project.



Choose category to stay  
On chosen date 

Choose date for playback 
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Catalog Maps Tool 

MAP  
AREA 

Navigation 
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Catalog Maps Tool Current Time 

Layer Types 
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Catalog Maps Tool Current Time 

Product shown 
at time 

Rearrange stack 

Layer transparency 
adjustment 
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Catalog Maps Tool 
Interactivity – Dropsonde SkewT plots 
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Catalog Maps Tool 
Interactivity – Flight Track information 
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Catalog Maps Tool 

Playback  
Controls 

Interactive Mouse 
Position 
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Mission Table – to track project highlights, provide quick links to  
      products, reports 
 
IRC Chat for real-time comms – Mibbit web client + mobile clients 
 
Data Sharing – passwd protected ftp site for preliminary data 
 
Help Pages – How to use the various catalog features 
 
Upload Guide – How to get products into the Field Catalog 
 
Tools & Links – for reference info, project links, etc. 
 
Footer info – Phone numbers, web conferencing info, etc. 
 
 

Field Catalog – Other Features 



With input from project participants, develop a prioritized list 
of operational and model products needed in the field. 
 
             1. What is needed for real-time decision 
making/situational awareness? 
 
             2. What are the important products/data that need to be 
captured to document the conditions in which you sampled? 
 
 

Field Catalog – Next Steps 



Develop a list of research products that are expected to be 
uploaded from the field. 
 
             1. What products/preliminary datasets can you send to 
the catalog? 
 
             2. What are the formats of these data? 
 
Do you have any special requirements for real-time data 
support during the campaign? 
 

Field Catalog – Next Steps (cont.) 



The Field Catalog will be on-line by mid-June to give you time 
to become familiar with it at the beginning of the campaign. 
 
John Allison will be on-site in Seattle for the first three weeks of 
the campaign. 
 

John will do a tutorial on how to use the Field Catalog in Seattle 
once the campaign begins. He and I will also be available in 
June to answer questions as the Field Catalog comes on-line 
and you start to think about uploading your products to it. 
 

 

Field Catalog – Support 



for more information, contact:  
Greg Stossmeister  
gstoss@ucar.edu 

catalog.eol.ucar.edu/cset 
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