Met Office Land Surface Characteristics
This is just a covering note to the tables detailing the characteristics of the vegetation and soil types at the MOLTS locations.
All of the land surface characteristics are derived from datasets created by Wilson and Henderson-Sellars. The land use is aggregated within the model grid-boxes and as such no one particular soil type or vegetation type is applicable at each MOLTS point. The tables contain the values that are given to the model.

On 11th December 2002, the land surface scheme in the Unified Model changed from MOSES to MOSES 2. MOSES is a scheme that assumes that land surface properties can be characterized by effective parameters. In MOSES, these effective parameters are calculated as grid-box averages and then applied to the calculations of fluxes of heat and moisture. In MOSES 2, each vegetation type within a grid-box is treated separately in the calculation of fluxes. After the fluxes are calculated for each vegetation type, they are averaged over the grid-box weighted by the fractional area of each vegetation type. See below for references to this scheme.
A preliminary look at the MOLTS data shows this has a marked affect on the surface fluxes of radiation, heat and moisture.

References to the MOSES 2 scheme
Publication in Journal of Hydrometeorology:
Essery, Best, Betts and Cox, 2003 : Explicit Representation of Subgrid Heterogeneity in a GCM Land Surface Scheme. J. Hydrol., Vol4, No.3, p530-543.
Hadley Center Technical Report:
http://www.metoffice.com/research/hadleycentre/pubs/HCTN/HCTN_30.pdf 
